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urses are highly educated, skilled  

professionals who practice in a  

wide variety of settings, including hospitals,  

long-term care facilities, schools,  

community health care agencies and in  

the corporate workplace. Nurses ease pain, 

help patients recover from illness and  

often save lives. They also provide health 

education and help people stay well.

Nurses are licensed to practice by a state 

or territorial nursing board. A board of 

nursing (BON) regulates and oversees 

nursing practice throughout the state or  

territory. The BON consists of nurses and 

other members who are appointed to serve 

for a specific period of time, as well as  

full-time staff of professional nursing  

regulators. The BON’s job is to enforce  

the state’s nurse practice act (NPA), the 

law which governs nurses in each state.

Your state board of nursing  

is responsible for enforcing  

the nurse practice act  

to promote safe  

and competent care.
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