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⦁ Chronic pain (resulting from fibromyalgia) (Skrabek, Galimova, 
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for patients who use medical cannabis. The principles of essential 
knowledge regarding legislation and legalization of cannabis, along 
with an understanding of cannabis pharmacokinetics, administra-
tion, safety, and ethical considerations presented in this article, will 
create a strong foundation for safe and knowledgeable nursing care 
of patients using medical cannabis. 
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10. What are the criteria for a qualifying 
condition?

a. Clinical evidence of effectiveness for that 
condition

b. Based on U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration standards for safety and 
efficacy

c. Included in the list of qualifying 
conditions within an MMP

d. Justified by either preclinical animal or 
cellular studies

11. How should nurses ethically approach 
patients using medical marijuana?

a. Suggesting other options and alternatives 
for managing pain and other symptoms

b. Without judgment regarding the patient’s 
choice of treatment or preferences in 
managing pain and other distressing 
symptoms

c. Exclusively, with the patient, without any 
interference from family, caregivers, or 
other practitioners involved in the 
patient’s care

d. Using current legislation, social 
acceptance, and scientific evidence as a 
guide

12. How can nurses address the increasing 
challenges concerning medical 
cannabis?

a. Examine current evidence, which is 
scientifically rigorous, statistically 
reportable, and based on patient 
populations.

b. Use personal judgment when providing 
patient care to patients using medical 
marijuana.

c. Create a strong foundation for safe and 
knowledgeable nursing care of patients 
using medical cannabis through essential 
knowledge of legislation and legalization 
of cannabis.

d. Disregard standards of practice based on 
professional values and/or a code of 
ethics.

Evaluation Form (required)

1. Rate your achievement of each 
objective from 5 (high/excellent) to 1 
(low/poor).

• Explore the regulatory and legislative 
history of medical marijuana.

 1 2 3 4 5

• Discuss current legislative and legal 
approaches to cannabis availability and 
dispensation.

 1 2 3 4 5

• Identify principles to guide nurses’ care 
of patients using medical cannabis.

 1 2 3 4 5

• Gain an understanding of the ethical 
and safety considerations regarding a 
patient’s treatment with cannabis.

 1 2 3 4 5

2. Rate each of the following items from 5 
(strongly agree) to 1 (strongly disagree):

• The authors were knowledgeable about 
the subject.

 1 2 3 4 5

• The methods of presentation (text, 
tables, figures, etc.) were effective.

 1 2 3 4 5

• The content was relevant to the 
objectives.

 1 2 3 4 5

• The article was useful to me in my work.

 1 2 3 4 5

Comments: 
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